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Our Disposable Lives: The Great Atlantic Garbage Patch 
Channel One News reporter, Jessica Kumari 

Sea Education Association chief scientist, Giora Proskurowski 

Link:  http ://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aRDLK77h_oc  



Bermuda Marine Debris Taskforce 
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Keep Bermuda Beautiful 
Greenrock 
Bermuda National Trust 
Bermuda Institute for Ocean 
Sciences 
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and Zoo 
Dept . of Works and Engineering 
Dept. of Conservation Services 
(Ministry of Public Works,  
Bermuda Government) 
 



Vanese Flood Gordon 



Aims 
ÅTo promote awareness of the impact of marine debris on 

Bermuda, oceans, coastlines and marine life. 
ÅTo assess the quantity of marine debris, including tar, 
ÓÔÒÁÎÄÉÎÇ ÏÎ "ÅÒÍÕÄÁȭÓ ÃÏÁÓÔÌÉÎÅ ÁÎÄ ÂÅÁÃÈÅÓȢ 
Å4Ï ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐ ÁÄÖÏÃÁÃÙ ÉÎÉÔÉÁÔÉÖÅÓ ÔÏ ÒÅÄÕÃÅ "ÅÒÍÕÄÁȭÓ 

contributions to the marine debris problem.  
 

Activities in 2010 and 2011 
ÅCoordinated beach surveys with the visiting Algalita ocean 

survey expedition in January, 201o. 
ÅCoordinated beach surveys with student groups (Warwick 

Academy, Bermuda College, BIOS, BAMZ) and community 
groups in 2010 and 2011. 
ÅConduct bi-monthly meetings to coordinate future efforts.  



Marine Debris surveys 
 
Tide or Wrack line surveys  
Å Four to five transects  (25 m  x 1 m) along the high tide line on each beach 

 
Tar ball surveys 
Å ÔÅÎ ÔÏ ÆÉÆÔÅÅÎ ÔÒÁÎÓÅÃÔÓ ɉΫ Í ×ÉÄÅɊ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÔÉÄÅ ÌÉÎÅ ÔÏ ×ÁÔÅÒȭÓ ÅÄÇÅ ÏÎ ÅÁÃÈ ÂÅÁÃÈ  

Wrack line sample Tar ball surveys 



Summary of data collected in 2010 and 2011 
Å3ÉØ ÂÅÁÃÈÅÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÔÁÒÇÅÔÅÄ ɉ%ÌÂÏ×ȟ *ÏÈÎ 3ÍÉÔÈȭÓȟ 'ÒÁÐÅ "ÁÙȟ "ÁÉÌÅÙȭÓ "ÁÙȟ 
Whalebone Bay and Well Bay) 
ÅPlastic is the dominant component of the marine debris on all beaches 
ÅTar balls were found at all beaches at every sampling time point 
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